ELLIS, BEADLE NOVEL MAX.
THE AUTHOR OF *“SETH JONES"
AND HIS WEST POINT LIFE,

An Interview In Which Mr. Edwurd S. Ellls
Talks of the Days of the Stirring Literature
With Wholesome Lessons That He Helped
Make ~-The Headles and Their Methods.

West Point, June 22 The recent editorial
article in Tur Sy on the Baadle Dime Novels
of a generation ago, which has brought out so
much phkeasant reminiscent comment, was of
special interest to people at the West Point
army post, for the roason that Mr. Edward S.
Ellis, wh), when o young man in his teens,
wrote some of the most popular stories in all
the fascinating series, is not only a member of
the military coleny here, but personally one
of the most generally popular members of the
little reservation community, Mr. Ellis is not
himself in the Government service in any way,
but is closely connected with the army by
family ties -ties which in a few months will be
still further strengthened by the marriage
of his daughter, Miriam, to Second Lieut
Hillman of Indiana, who was a member of the
elass of 1000 that was graduated from the
Academy last Wednesday, Mr. Ellis’s son,
Lieut. W. P. Ellis of the Fourth Artillery, is a
voung army officer of an excellent record in
the service, and is now detailed here as an in-
structor in the Academy

It is with this son that Mr. Ellis is now living
He has made his home here since the death of a
daughter which eccurred last winter while she
was a student in Vassar College. Her loss
was a sad blow to Mr. Ellis and made his life so
lonely in his former home that he came here
with his daughter Miriam soon after the child
he lost was buried in the army cemetery hera
last Christinas time, and has lLved here
ever since, Tieut. Ellis'’s home, where his
father and his sister are now living with him,
8 one of the row of pretty brick cottages built
for oMcers upon the hillside that overlooks the
winding, shaded road to the cemeterv, and
have in front of them the wide, magnificent
reach of the Hudson that stretches away north-
ward to the dim. blue hills bevond Newburgh
and is framad on the east and on the west by
the grim walls of the Storm King and Crow
Nest mountains. Awav down helow and
ereeping out from bevond the steep descent
on the ervat of which that architectural night-
mare, the hotel, stands vou mayv see the wooded
extremity of Constitution Island where lives
Miss Warner, who, in collaboration with her
gister Susan—the latter asleep these many
yvears over in the army cemetery- wrote “RBeu-
lah,” “The Wide, Wide World” and many other
gentle romances of quiet American home life
that our mothers and grandmothers in their
beflounced and hoopskirted vouth set great
store by, Itisone of the quietest, most secluded
nooks on all the reservation, the place where
Mr. Ellis lives: with the Rev. Herbert Shipman,
Chaplain of the post, for next door neighbor,
and bevond Mr. Shipman's home the beantiful
Catholic chapel that was dedicated a week ago
last Sunday

So if the worthy fogies of the day lament
that they cannot renew their vouth with a
gight of one of the Beadle “salmon covers”
they may know now just where they may find
the one who perhaps more than any other had
to do with the making of that fairy land, with
{t« honest, hearty, out-of-door atmosphere
and healthy balsamic forest odors, which lay
between the covers
“T don’t know where voun would find more
than one of them now,” said Mr. Fllis,

laughing, as he fumbled in the depths of A

drawer in his desk, “and that is the tattered

specimen I have here somewhere  Oh, here
it is, ‘Seth Jones.” T was 19 when 1 wrote
it and living down at Red Bank. Dear me,
what a long time ago it seemis! And I'm not

such an old fellow either--only #0!"

He might have said 50 and nobody ever
would have dreamed of disputing him. His
hair and short beard are only a prime-of-lifa
fron gray and there is a color in his cheek, a
clear snap in his eye and a springy vigor in
every movement that many a man of 40
might envy.

“Yes,” he continued, “T was horn out In Ohlo
—in Géneva, Ashtabnla county, in 1840, That
makes me just 60 this year. But I did _not
live in Ohio long. My father movad to New
Jersey when [ was 6 vears old and I lved
in that State most of my life

*I will tell you about ‘Seth Jones.” It seems
&ulw a funny story to me now, as I recall it,

though then, as you may well Seliavo. it was
a vel?' momentous and serious epoeh with
me. It was in 1859 that it was published. The

- Bfndlan«lrwln and E. together

with in@bert Adams, had hit upon the schene
of pubg Yiin& new and original novels at 10
cents eacn  ~J4 WAs not the intention that they
should he boys' hoo ke marely.  But they wera
to be clean and health s=tories which boys
could read. Lots of go and® »+gp and adven-
ture were wanted in them. Tha@was all. The
Beadles came from Cooperstowl and maybe
that fact had something to do with fixing with
them the idea of the type of stqry they want-
ed. They both were great admKers of Feni-
more Cooper, as, indeed, so wad 1 for that
matter. So it was stories of hunting and In-
dians and frontier adventure that they had in
mind and that 1 naturally took to when 1 set
out to write a story for them )

“I had had no previous arrangement with
them. T just wrote the story when 1 was 19
vears old and teaching school down in Red

ank and sent in the ranuseript, wont
sav anvthing about how I held my breath while

1 waited the issue of this tremendous venture,

And it is not necessary to tell you on what gold-

fringed clouds I soared when T received aletter

from them asking me to come to #ee them in
the city. Perhaps it is superfluous also to
tell vou that I went,

‘Wall it seemed that Seth Jones was ex-
actly what they wanted, It was not about
its aeceptapee they wanted to see me. That
wis already settled. It was about making
an arrangement with me to write four books
a vear for them and we very quickly struck a

argain have forgotten just what they

ald me for Seth Jones—<o much a page. Their
gular prices for a story ran from 875 to $125

nd even as high as 8250 They paid Ann H,

tephens €200, She wrote the first book of
the dimie =eries which they published. *Mal-
aesha. or the Indian Bride of the White Hunter,'
it was ealled,

But it was with ‘Seth Jones' that the fame
and fortune of the Beadle series hegan. It
wis not the merit of the book. so pray don't
think I am blowing my own horn. It was the
inzanions way in which it was advertised. The
book happened just to suit them. It was ex-
Actly the kind ni story they had in mind when
they planned the series. 8o they had a ~olemn
conferanee the two Beadles and Adams-
as to how they should advertise it.  And the
plan they Wit upon was a brilliant success

‘All of a sudden all over the country there
broke out a rush  of posters dodgers and

ainted inscriptions demanding to know ‘Who

S Seth Jones? Evervwhere you went this query

met vou. It glared at vou in staring letters

on the <idewnlks. It came finttering in to you
on little dodgers thrust by the handful into
the Broadwav stages, which ran in those davs,

In the country the trees, the rocks and the

sides and roofs of barns all elamored with

stentorian demands to know who NSeth Jones
was. It got to be a catchword and a ioke of the
day. The theatres and the travelling shows
tonk it up and billed announcements that the
fdenty of the mysterious Seth would be re-
vealed to all the favored ones who attended
their entortaloments. It got to be like the
ahsurd ‘oe fu ovu Lamhert?® which was so long
oane of the popular fooleries of Paris.  And

Fust when it had begun to be a weariness and

one of the hurdens of life. when the reaction

sot in and people began to sav ‘Damp Seth

Jones" then it was that a new rush of decoran-

tions broke out all over the country. This

was in the form of big and lit*le posiers bearing

A lithographic portrait of a stalwart, heroic-

Inoking hunter ol the Fenimore Cooper tvpe

enon-skin cap, rife and all. And above or

helaw this imposing figure in large type were the
words
‘[ am Seth Jopes '

‘That advertisemment was the making of the
Beadles  And, dear me. how Soth Jones did
sell' T saw hales of thousands upon thous-
ands of copie= of the hook made up for ship-
ment o all parts of the country And then
came the war and the demand for light reading
from our <oldiers in the field, and the Beadles
shinped off their novels to the armies by the tens
of thousand:. The firm made a great fortune
and Irwin P. Beadle retired and went back
to Cooperstown to live  He ran for Congress
up there, hut failed to be elected, He and his
hrothers, I F. and Robert Adams, are all dead
I helieve. now ‘

‘And, speaking of Seth Jones again, Trwin
Beadle talel me a storv of an episode that hap-
rened ones when he was cros=ing the Atlantic
and that amused hin very much.  When they
wore several dave ont at sea o well-known
New Yorker who was on board and was a man
or much gravity and dignity of hearing  ap-
peared at the <moking-room door and with
mueh seriogsness of manner asked Mr. Beodle
i he would not come out: there was a little
private matter he woaid like to ask him abou!

Mr Beadle complied, of eourse, although
wandering much what the subiect eould be
that involved so much secrecy and solemnity

The wentloman led the wayv to o remote part

of the deck, where nobody was near, and then

with a very grave, alimost a stern faee lean X

over until his month was close to Mr adle’s

ear. and then at the top of his voice bellowed:
‘Wha is Seth Jones?'
The Beadles were at 141 Willlam sireet,
avar Sands's dring store, when they began pube

Ushing the dime novels, but they afterward

moved to 52 John, which last place was al-

wivs associated with their name and the
home of the dime novel. The mistake they
made was when they tried to follow in

Ctieost

Mune |

ro's_foots ter left and
Publishing “trash " The ot ety
a high, healthy "'"d'"’rg, s in their minds.
I mysell saw the letter from Mayne Reid

ing to write for them, although he, like 3

could not follow themy when they went into
the trash fleld. 1 could not stand it myself
any longer and frankly told lhan‘ s0. But

wrote a number of stories for them after
‘Seth Jones' and in fact continied to do so until
Munro left the Beadles and they lost their heads.
They went into Munro's other publications-
w 10-cent magazine among other things—but
none of them ~ucceeded and they lost a good
deal of money. The Beadles had a branch
house in London and several of the novels
were teanslated into many  languages, ‘Seth
Jones' amond@ then. 1 have even seen a copy
of ‘Seth Jones' done intos Welsh ‘

“There is this to be said about the old dime
novel, that there was nothing in 1t to injure
anybody, or anything in it that anybody, man,
woman, boy or &irl, might notread. 1t may be
that the heroes perfored some rather re-
markable huating exploits and exterminated
a wood wany Indians who wers bad Indians
and wanted scalps. But it was all an out-
of-doors hardy lile that was depicted and the
heroes  were nanly, clean-minded heroes.
The moral of the stories was good. The hu-
man aualities that were exalted in them were
the nobler qualities honor, loyvalty and cour-
age. | at least have not to regret that either
in the dime novels or any of my other books

have written anything that would injure
anybody

Mr. Ellis many years ago abandoned teach-
ing. wlthough it was not until e had established
a reputation of being among the very first
instructors in the country and an authority
on all educational matters. He has written
a &reat number of school text books as well s
a number of valuable histories, among the
last “The Youth's History of the United
States,” which is a standard work in its olass,
lie is now engaged on a series of short histo-
ries 1o be brought out soon by one of the leading
publishing houses

The boys' hooks and general children’s liter-
ature he has written would make quite a li-
brary and have carried his= name to all quar-
ters of the globe  Only the other dav he got a
warm letter from an aamirer in far-off New
Zealand and a recent number of the London
Little Folka contained a sketch of him and a
description of how he works, together with
a fll-page pieture of his library with him stand-
ink at the queer, pulpit-like structure on which
his typewriter rests, for Mr. Fllis does all his
work standing and with the tyvpewriter

Perhaps the happy, vonthful atmosphere
in which Mr. Ellis has lived so much in the
making of his books has something todo with
it, but in all the household on the hillside where
he lives there is none vounger in spirit than he,
and If external indieations mean anything
they mean that he is booked to see as many
vears as has his mother. who is «till living and
at the age of 88 is in excellent health and
keenly alive to all that is gomg on in the world
about her.

QUEERED BY HIS COLORS.

Two 0dd Experiences on the Track of John
Cregan, the Princeton Athlete,

Among the athletes that have sailed from
this country to compete in the international
athletic games at the Paris Exposition is John
Cregan, captain of the Princeton track team
and holder of the intercollegiate record for
the mile run.  On the day of his departure a

friend of his who was on the dock and saw  him
standing on tha deck of the St. Louis, laughed
and sad

“1 wonder if Johnny will get himself disliked
by the Franchmen and have them leaning
aver the ropes that bound the track and yell-
Ing. *A bas Cregan, as he comes under the wire
& Wwinmer

“Why should Mey?” asked Tur SN man,
towhom the remark was addressed )
“Only because he is the most unfortunate

man on earth to displease the crowd by the
display of the colors under which he runs”
was the reply SJohnny started in his athletie
work at Princeton and the tirst time that he

ran under the Princeton colors was on Aug.
5, 1807, in the Ancient Order of Hibernian ganes
at  Albany. Johnny was very proud of the

Princeton colors and the band of orange rib-
bon across his athletic chest was a wonder in
width. This in itself wonuld have been enough
to make him an object of suspicion to the mem-
bers of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, but
it was not a marker to the rest  of his deco-
ration. The Prineeton Athletic  Association
had just bought new caps and on the front of
them was embroidered the monogram of the
association. To the person who viewed the
cap, the monogram looked like this: A, P, A

“When shat monogram was discovered it
confirmed the suspicion that Johnny wus a
full breed Orangeman. The crowd greeted
him with insulting remarks when he lined up
for the <turt of the mile run. At first Johnny
lay back and took thinge easy. The crowd
howled witn &lee when they saw the supposed
Orangeman “ully one hundred feet in the rear
and shouted and yelled to _their champions to
distance the interloper. The result was that
every other man in the race ran his legs off,
and fust a~ Johnny put on his spurt, when the
started on the last lap, and began to forge ahea b
the trouble broke loose.

“Johnny came down the track like a whirl-
wind, at least fifty feet ahead of his nearest
competitor. The erowd hung over the fence
and such cries as ‘Kill the Sassenach!’ ‘T el
with the Orangeman!” and ‘'Throw him off the
track!” were hurled at him as he u.[hud ACTOSS
the tape a winner. Men were shaking their
fists at him and cursing him, and Johnny dis-
creetly made a retreat to the dresaing room.
There he innocently asked what was wrong
and why the crowd had it in for him, When
he discovered the eause, he laughd and took
it as a good joke. .

“That was his first experience, but he had
one other that was equally funny. In 1808,
Johnny joined the New York Athletic Club,
The first time that he wore the colors of that
elub was on July 4, 188, The country was in
a ferment of excitament and patriotism over
the victory of Sampson's fleet at slnlmsm.
Johnny of course would not ran without his
Princeton ecolors and of course, he had to wear
the New York Athletic Club oolors. The
games wore at Bargen Point. under the nuspices
of the New Jersey Athletic Club. WhenJohnny
appeared on the fleld for the mile run. he was
again greeted with hisses and cat ealls.  Again
was he called names and again did the crowd
root for him to be beaten and groan when
they saw him win by a big magin.  Again
Crogan made @ quick run for the dressing room
and demanded to know what was the matter
this time. It was pointed out to him that (\he
orange of Prineaton and the red ribbon of the
New York Athletie Club, placed side by side
across his hreast made a beautiful Spanish
flag. and the crowd had been quick to note it,
Johnny did not compete in any more games
that dayv

“I was talking to Johnny
day, and he sald he feared the worst when he
ran in the games in London and also in the
Paris games, He was positive that the colors
he would wear would in some strange manner
affect the foreigners as a red flag doas a bull
in a one-acre lot. He hoped for the best, he
«nld. and T will bet ane thing: Whether it does
happen or not, Johnny will run(iuul as fast as
ever. for yells from the crowd do not affect
him in any way. He just goes in and wins.”

about it the other

DRIVEN FROM ANTICOSTI.

Sad Plight of the Fox Hav Settlers Who Must

Leave Their Homes,

QuEREe, June 22.—Under the color of British
law a ecolony of hard-working. industrious
and peace-loving British subjects has at last
heen foreibly deported from its home on Anti-
costi, at the bidding of the French millionaira
chocolate maker, Henri Menier, who claims
the sovereignty of the island by right of pur-
chase. There was an appeal from the jndg-
ment of the local court ordering the expulsion
from the 1sland of these paople, but It was not
allowad, although one of the Judges who con-
firmed the order could not resist the tempta-
tion to emphasize the ermelty of the act he was
unable to prevent, but dwelt upon the hard-
shin of deporting them from  their honses
and all that they held dear, including the little
burial ground that contained the ashes of their
forefathers, and commended them to the char-
ity of the Government

S0 the order of the Court had to be executed,
and some of the circumstances connected with
the driving of these people from their homes
vividly reeall those recorded by longfellow
in “Kvangeline,” in connection with the ex-
pulsion of the Acadians. The Island of An-

1% 130 miles long and has a w:rulnﬂnn
of only a few hundred souls. The deported
tamilies, some thirteen in all, occupied a few
poor houses that they had themselves erected
abonut one of the little bays when they were
invited by a former proprietor of the island
a quarter of a century ago to come over from
Nowfoundland and settle there and prosecute
the fishing industry about the coast. But
they had no legal title to the ground on which
thes placed their houses and the little build-
g that served them for church and school-
house.  The French millionaire did not need
the land that these people oceupied, but he

| was determined to get them off the island and

he has sueoeseded

he convention of the Methodlst Church of
Canada, to which body the rmple belong,
pspoused thelr canse very warmly and a lawyer
was engaged to fleht their case, but without
suceess.  When it was made clear that Mr,
Menier insisted upon the pound of flesh, the
Government of the Dominion was appealed
to and giave the disposse asd people free lots of
land upon which to seftle in Manitoba. A
small amount of money has been furnished
them by friends to enable them to make a new
start in life

The Rev. Dr. GriMths of Quebece, -a Meth-
odist elergyman who has beeu the friend and
adviser of the expatriated families, has now
tallen nnder Mr. Menler's dwlplm-nura. and
after having issued a warrant for his arrest,
the lattor is suing him  for $5.000 damages,
alleging that he imcited the now exiled set-
tlers to resist his anthorpy and the judgments
of the Court. Much sfmpathy s expressed
for Dr. GriMiths in this matter all over Canada,
and a very bitter feeling has been aroused
by the matier. The heads of the exiled families
have declared under oath that Mr. Menier's
charges against Dr. Griffiths are false.

sl
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THE NEW SCHOOLS.

8000 OF THEM NOW ORGANIZED
WITH 140,000 PUPILS,
Practically No Educational System on the
Island When the Americans Took Con-
trol — Vast Labor of Organization Done
by Alexis E. Frye—The Teachers' Visit,

HAvANA, June 18--For months Cuba has
been in a ferment over the coming excursion
of teachers to the United States, This remark-
able enterprise was planned Ly Alexis Everett
Frye, supsrintendent of the Cuban schools,
and mnay be regarded as in the nature of a eli-
max to the work he has been doing on the
island.

The organization of an educational system
was one of the most serious problems which
confronted the American administration of
the island when it took hold. The problem
wias not to remodel lan existing system, since
there was  no system 0 remodel, it was
to build anew, from the ground up, At the
close of the Spanish-American \War there were
virtually no children at school, not even In
Havana and the larger cities. Most of the
parochial schools, even, were disbanded, and
in a population of about a million and a half
the education of the children was quite for-
gotten. In November, 1509, after almost a
year of American occupation, the reports
showed a nominal school enrollment of only
about 40,000 pupils. To the Cuban Secretary
of Justice and Public Instruction in  Gen.
Brooke's Cahinet had been intrusted the work
of drawing up a Scheol law, but it had been
drafted along the lines of the Spanish régime,
and its schedule was an imposgible one, pre.
senting such manifest absurdities as the teach-
ing of higher mathematies to children of 10,

Down to this time the enforcement of law
and order and various strictly =anitary and
military problems had occupied the energies
of the American officials in Havana, but it
was now evident that the serious matter of
founding a system of publie achools could no
longer be delaved. It was then that Mr,
Frye eame to Cuba at the suggestion of the
Secretary of War and on the invitation of Gaen
Brooke, whose personal friend he was. Mr
Frye investigated conditions thoroughly and
made an unoffieial report to Gen. Brooke, It
was plain that nothing could be done without
a new and practical School law. One hot
evening Mr. Frye went home and worked till
morning by the light of the candles. The next
day he took a workable law to GGen. Brooke
It was promptly signed by the Cuban Secre-
tary of Justice and Public Instruction, and at
last the foundation was laid. From that hour
to this no changes have been made in the law,
by Gen, Brooke or Gen. Wood, and {ts success
I8 assured

The flald was now clear for Mr. Frve's work,
and he set about it with characteristic ensrgy,
He had previously voluntesred to serve flva
vaars in the Philippines withont pav, and he
offerad his serviees here on the same terme,
A salury of $5.000 waa offered but declined
He s now raceiving the same salary as his
first assistant, 82,500, but he has never kept
for his own use any portion of thisa, devoting
it each month to relief work among the more
needy  schools. Mr. Frye is unusually well
endowed for his work, both by temperament
and training. His enargy i3 remarkable his
patienes boundless; his courage and cheerful-
ness unfailing.  From the beginning he hus
lahored early and late; his overtaxed svstem
gave way daring his recent trip to the United
Kiates, when he perfected the plans for the
teachers’ excursion, and he lay ill for sometine
in Boston, but even from his sick bed he dic-
tated correspondence and gave directions
for carryving out the plan.

Mr. Frye is a graduate of Harvard, has hean
principal of the Quiner, Mass, High School,
and Superintandent of Schools in California,
and a teacher of methods in the Chicago Normal
School. e has lectured bhefore  teachers’
aseocintions in nearly avery State in the Unjon,
and i< the author of a round dozen of snecesa-
ful text hooks. His home is now in southern
California, where he i4 engaged in the raising
of horses and the culture of oranges.

At the beginning Mr. Frye met with violent
apposition on the part of tha (ubans  They
fancied that his sole object In establishing
a public school system, avowedly based on
that of the United States, was unduly to Amer-
feanize the Cubans and further annexation.
Washington was besiagad with protests, and
letters and petitions against the new system

ured in from all sources for weeks. During
hat period Mr Frye was the most cordially
hated American on the island  Then the bubbla
of opposition collapsed and the reaction set in.
To-day the flood tide of native enthusiasm
over Mr. Frye and his work (s at ita height.the
present anpreciation of him being commen-
surate with the abuse which was heaped on his
head at first.  The revilsion of popular feeling
was natural enough Mr Frye simply went
steadlly ahead, receiving with smiling cheer-
fulness all who came into his office to denounce
him and unfailingly expressing his faith in
the Cuban people when they should under-
stand his real motives. Above all, he never
turned aside to notice the torrent of vitupera-
tion that filled the columns of the papers all
over the island. To-day the active work of
carrving on and perfecting the new school sys-
tem is largely in the Cubans’ own hands.

There are now 3,078 schools on the island,
with about 140.000 schoolchildren enrolled:
over half a million dollars’ worth of the most
mod: rn school furniture has been \‘"T"""""‘i
and »ent to the different municipalities: the
pupile of the island are furnished with books
and all necersary school supplias free of charge:
night schools for adults are about to ba estab-
lished, and a plan has been formulated for a
teachers’ normal school on the island during
the summer months for those who cannot
Jjoin the excursion to the United States.

Particular stress should be laid upon the
art the natives are taking in the wark. Thus,
he teachers are (‘ubana, boards ot education
are made up of Cubans, the alcalde or Mayor
in each town being ex-officio a member of the
board, and each municipality conducting its
own affairs exclusively  This has contributed
to great and pardonable pride on their part,
and they are doing all within thelr power to
make it a success  Local ambition in many
cases runs high, as instanced by the alcalde
who went to Gen. Wood and asked that a system
of municipal taxation might be established in
his town, which, he said, desired to make ity
own appropriation for the school fund and be
self-supporting, instead of being dependent
on the island revenues.  This request Geo,
Wood was obliged 1o refuse, as the time for
municipal taxation has not yat quite arrived,
and when it does the system must necessarily
be uniform, but the case deserves to go on
record. Mr. Frye modestly asserts that the
success of the work is alimost entirely due to
the spontaneous and universal assistance
the Cubans have ?nv'-n him since they under-
stood the import of the systen).

The supply of books, material, &c., free to
charge to the pupils, is probably the most re-
markable in the world It was made neces-
sary by the empty treasuries and the impos-
mhilng of raising money sufficient for the pur-
pose by any system of internal revenus until
the country could recover somewhat from the
devastating effects of the war. The law pro-
vided for compulsory attendance at school,
Now, if the children went to school they must
have books, but the parents had no money with
which 10 buy books, and frequently there were
no parents, there being upward of 5,000 or-
phans on the island to-day, according to the
official returns.  The time will probably come
when such lavish furnishing of supplies will
no longer be necessary, but that will not be
for a year at leasxt,  To the Cubans the arrival
of the school furniture and supplies, maps,
bookcuases, globes, blackbhoards, 1:. especially
in the remote portions of the island, marked
a red-letter day.  Never before had such equip=
ments been seen

I'he awarding of the contracts for that fur-
niture was a most jmportant detail, and many
days and nights of unceasing inspection an
vigillance were devoted to i1, Representatives
of both Cuban and American firms swarmed
about Mr. Frye as soon as it was known that
the furnitur® was to be bought, for the value
of the equipments needed mounted up to more
than $550.000, the order being the largest of it8
sort ever placed  This provided for over 100,000
pupils, and it was thought at the time that it
would do for the whole of the present school
year. but the inerease of enrollment has been
0 great that at this writing several thousand
children are unprovided for in any way, and
the prospects are that new awards must be
made by 1he opening of the next term

I'o most American teachers the salaries paid
to the teachers of Cuba will probably sesm high.
Hut it should be remembersd that living is much
more expensive in Cuban than American cities,
a fact whieh Americans in Havana learned by
sad experience last winter.  Also that formerly
the Cuban teacher had his house free of rent, a
custom that has been done away with under the
new régime. It was, in addition, thought de-
sirable to fix good salaries in order that the
hest  possible  material might  be secured.
At present about three-fifths of the mors than
three thousand teachers are women and two-
fitths are men, no discrimination being made
between the sexes in the matter of pay when
similar services are performed.

The lowest <alary paid to any teacher in Ha-
vana is 8400, and this is 25 per cent. more than
the average of the highest salaries paid in Af-
teen of the largest cities of the United States,
Saven other cities in (uba receive exactly this
average of highest salaries in these cities of our
country, while tha Jowest :-nlur{ paid to any
regular teacher in the Cuban schools i1s §ann,

It must not be supposed. however. that many
well-tralned highly qualified teachers are now
at work. e exigencies of the situation de-
mand that the school boards should simply se-

)

| lect Lhe best and most avallable men and women

\

l that on thelr return the

and employ them. is not a single teacher
now in the Cuban so rho has passed an
wwon. but the 8chool law provides that
September next all teachers must be ex-
:l.n’tnad. This will be after the great excursion
returned from the United States.

A special summer course with reference to
the needs of the Cuban teachers has been ar-
ranged at Harvard, and instructors conversant
with both languages will impart the instruction,
At the same time it is expressly understood
cursionist teachers
are to impart as much of the instruction re-
oelved as they ean to those who remain at home,
and also to describe the trip in general in as
great detail as possible.  Thus the ideas gained
will be distributed over the entire island.

It will be seen that the Cuban teachers are
to receive a great object lesson. They are to
be introduc in American homes and en-
tertained, and besides the instruction of the
regular six weeks' course they are to see our
museums, laboratories, rk=, &reat public
bufldings and public works; they are to have
the opportunity of studying our cities and our
manners and customs in general.  The plan in-
cludes outing and social features as well ax
study, and a trip to_Washington, Chicago,
Niagara Falls and New York has been planned,
the citizens of New York being now engaged
in raisipg a fund of $10,000 to provide for their
entertainmnent while there.

The only cost to each teacher will be travel-

ling expenses to the seaport from which the
transport_ will sail, and incidental individual
outlay. The women teachers will have accom-
modations in the hemes of private citizens
the men will be lodged in the dormitories
The women will dine in the beautiful Memorial
Hall and another large pew building, with
hgnoiuus reading rooms afld parlors in charge
of a Cuban woman, has been especially pre-
ared a8 A meeting and resting place for them.
'he Government transports on which they
will sail are the Burnside, the McPherson,
the McClellan, the Crook and the Sedewick.
Sailing day is June 25,

Soon after the excursion was announced
a discovery was made on the part of certain
hersons here that it would be highly improper
or several hundred young Cuban women to go
Junketing to the United States under the guise
of an educational exeursion unchaperoned and
without' tha restraining influences and moral
benefits supposed to attach to constant espion-
age. Whis discovery was followed by a general
outbreak in the Cuban press, which lasted for
about ten days, Mr. Frye being once more
placed under fire, while the usual threats were
r‘mdcv to {ssue an appeal “signed by the best
citizens of Cuba,” to be presented to Gen. Wood,
forbidding the trip. In the meantime hun-
dreds of letters were ;mur:mf in on Mr. Frye
every day from teachers all over the island,
chiefly women, imploring to be taken on the
excursion and urging every possible reason
why they personally should be inecluded.  Then
it was discovered that Mr. Frye had provided
a number of Cuban women to accompany the
party as chaperons. The sudden bubble of
opposition was pricked once more and prepara-
tions for the excursion are now going forward.

CATCHING THE ALBATROSS,

The Absence of Fear of Man In This Great
and Famous Sea Bird,
From the Cornhll Magaaine,

By the time that we had approsached Tristan
da Cunha three or four speacies of albatross had
congregatad round the ship, as many as thirty
hirds settling on the water astern in & manner
highly satisfactory for close and continnous
observation.  After half a gale of wind a Iull
not infrequently occurs, when the speed s re-

dueed to two or three knots: then the hunery
creatures literally clamor for foood. Directly
u bird intends to alight the legs appear strad-
dling downward in ungainly fashion - & moment
when even an albatross looks like an ill balanced
goose of unwisldy gize. For half a minute ft
runs along the surfuce of the waves, treading
water, so to speak, until the snormous wings
become muanageahle. Then the bird swims
with both wings thrown back like a pair of lu-
teen suils, w very argonaut on the translucent
SOH At length the diMculty s overcome, the
wings are packed awny, and like a large gull

it rides the waves with consummute cuse,
Sometimes it paddles to and fro, or, again, it
dives gracefully beneath the surface gfter
sguids or similar ocean dainties.  Half adozen
hirds, perhaps, ravely assemble to inspect un
empty beer bhottle thrown overbourd, to bob
up and down idly on the waves, and inquisitive
bills peck vigorously at the unsatisfactory flot-
sam, until w battle royval dispersea the fumily
party.  The wisar ones meanwhile hover in mid-
uir, oraning their necks to throw penetrating
glanees from a sunerior height.

With the birds settling by the dozen, it is ansy
enough to capture specimens for examination
without causing ininry or pain.  Any sharnly
barbed hook s altogether superfiuous, The
albatrosses absolutely enjov the excitement,
and the sport obta.ned ix not without a novel
interest. A small metal frame shonld be made
in the shape of a hollow triangle, attached to
# hundred yvards of stout line, and kapt afloat
by a good-aized piece of cork. The sides of
the metal frame are then covered with bits of
fat pork, the hard skin of which ix securely
bound thereto; the bait is thrown astern, and
the line is slowly paid out. Presently a great
albatross swoops through the air, impelled
by curiosity to investigate the nature of the
floating cork. It settles before the dainty mor-
sl of food, numbera of birds follow snit, each
one made hold by eompetition, and then the
aport begins. At this moment additional line
must ba given in order to compensate for the
progression of the ship, thus enabling the bird
to selze the desired food. With a sudden rush
the supreme effort is mada. Onee or twice the
attempt proves ineffectual, but, rendered bold
by greediness, a flnal grab finds the curved
bill securely wedged inside the apex of the tri-

ngle, as the flerce mf‘n on theline quickly in-

{eate. Steadily the haul is made hand over
hand, until a helpless albatross is bodily lifted
on to the poop in an absolutely uniniured con-
dition. A slackenad line enables the bird to
escape, and if scattered wita permitted such
an effort, sudden flight would also obtain re-
lease. The other birds invariably commence
to attack a captured comrade, a steady pull
being required, even if the line does cut yeur
hands, to save it from its friends

Onee safely on deck, the mandibles are tied
together, for otherwise the bird throws up
an oily fluid, a disagreeable habit possessed
by all the tribe. Subject to this pracaution,
it may wander gravely around to survey the
new horizon of life. The large eyes gaze with
a truly pathetie confidence, expressive of any-
thing but fear. It is a strange spectacle to
witness the inquisitive bird solemnly waddle
to and fro among the aqually inquisitive hu-
man bheings around. True, it objects slightly
to the process of measurament, pecking ﬁhurly
by way of protest, but a gentle box on the
enr soon induces submission as the dimensions
are rapidly noted, the albatross meanwhile
reposing affectionately in the arms of the sec-
ond officer. The specimen happens to be
asmall ope, but the wing expansion from tip to
tip I8 no less than 10 feat; the extreme |anfth
of body is 8 feet 8 inches, and the formidable
bill measures upward of 4 inches, Evory-
thing about the great wandering albatross
(D, axulans) is vast  the wings are epormous,
the flight B reckoned by the thousand miles,
and its very nest may be found within the
extinct crater on the adjacent island of ‘I'ris-
tan da Cunha- 7,000 feet above the sea level,
I'he plumage varies greatly on different speci-
mens and at different seasons; young ounes, like
onr friend under observation, having a mot-
tled brown appearance. The bill has & rosy
tinge at the base of the mandibles, passing
into horn color at the tip of the curve of tha
culmen. The head, neck and body, together
with the breasts, are priocipally white; the
mantle has beaut{ful pencillings of black.  The
wings are brown above and white underneath,
tipped above and below with black--an in-
variable character of the great albatross. The
tail is chiefly white, relieved by blotches of
black, which give the appearance of a black
bar ml(inr the white coverta. The legs, feet
and toes have a peculiar bluish gray, with a
xn;arlvlnn of a livid pinkish hue somewhat
difoult to define. The black pupfls are bor-
dered with green.

I found 11 feet 6 inches to bethe average wing
measurement, although a gigantic specimen
in the Sydney Museum oxtends 17 feet @
inches with a bill 8 inches long. Al sailors are
familiar with the great wandering albatross
in its varyving plumage. While the young
and even second-year birds possess every va-
riety of brown ecoloration, the real mature
specimens - especinlly round the Horn—are
nearly pure white, with the black tips above
and low. Most of the other species are
hopelessly confused by sailors under the general
term “mollymauk” (a word spellad in divers
waye), and it took me many weaks to distin-
guich the different kinds

JUST A CRANK,

Complains That a Child Hasn't Clothes Enough,
and Makes a Scene on Broadway.

A woman walked down Broadway about 10
o'clock last night leading a child in a light
summer dress by *the hand. Near Thirtieth
street an elderly man walked up to her and
angrily seized her arm.

‘Madam,” he said, "what do you mean by
taking a child of tender vears xabnuf the strests
when it is insuficiently clothed?®

“Mind vour own business,” snapped the
woman. “I guess 1 know how to take care of
my child,

he man continued to hold har, arguing that
the child should have more clothing, until a
crowd gathered, The woman at last got away
from him and continued her walk he man
followed. The weman stopped and bought
a peach. She bit a piece out of it and then let
the child bite too,

“This is toq much.” exclaimed the man,
rushing up to her and taking her by the ara
again. “First vou bring a child out on the
street in a half dressed condition and then
yvou give it green ches to eat. I believe vou
want to kill it olice! Poljee'”

When a policeman arrived the man explained
his compliant against the woman. The police-
man looked the child over and decided that
its clothing was amply sufMicient. He offered
to arrest the man for disorderly conduct if the
woman would make a complaint.

“Let him go,” said the woman, "I do not like
notoriety,

“Git t'ell outer here, youse, then,” said the
| bluecoat. and the man got.

‘an’ didn't move a hair,

CURED THE MATE OF RUM.

ONE RESULT OF THE VOYAGE OF
THE OFFICE BoOY,

He Was Asleep on the Maln Hatch and the
Mate Was Drunk-~Then Something Hap-
pened to Sober Up the Mate and Save the
Ship—-The Mat« Cured the Boy pf Some
Things, Teo, 8o Things Were Even.
“Wuz I ever at sea? W'y, certainly, What
as?  Boy, of course ~d'yer t'ink | wuz cap'm?
Cabin boy? Naw -jest plain boy before de
mas’. How can 1 prove it? Nor', nor’ b'east,
nor' nor’ eas’, nor' eas’ be nor', nor’ eas’; nor'
eas' b' eas’, eas’ nor' eas’, eas’ be nor', eas’
dat's enough ter show ver I can box de com-
pass.  Now, den, mains’l, lower main-tops’,
upper main-tops«’l, main-togans’l, main royal
~dem’s de sails on de mainm’'st.  Poap deck.
booby hatch, lee scuppers, mart'ngale is
dat enough? bowlin' on a bight, fore top,
Spanish windlass, Ready about! Hard a-lee!
Main-tops’l haul!
[Sings. |
De doctor eome down o de Liverpoaol dock,
Heave hoan’ blow de man down.
“T guoss dat shown ver I binter sea, don't it?”
The bookkeeper said he thought it did. Then
heasked the new oMoee boy some more questions,
“Naw, I didn't run away. Me folks has
monaey, see? [ wuz goin’ to a military academy
an’ de principal told me fadder I was too tough
an’ he couldn’t do nuthin® wid me, so dey sent
me off ter sea, I wuz gone nine mont's, We
took kerersena oil ter Bingapore, ballast to
Iloilo and sugar home. Dere wuz nothin’
init, oI quit. It wua good fur & experience,
but dat's all. I cured de mate of whiskey
an' he cured me of some things, so | guess its
about a horse apiece between him an' me.
I will say dis, dough: A mate lays ‘way over
de principal of a military school fer bringin’
4 bad boy ‘round. I'm all right now. | talks
tough, dat’s all, but dat'll wear off like de
tar on me hands. 1 jest got back last mont'
an’ now 1'm goin’ in fer a legitimata businesg, "
“You will doubtless be snoecesasful,” remarked
the bookkeeper. “Did the mate treat you

badly?"
"I ean't say he did. It don't hurt none now,
anvhow, De mata wuz all right an' we soon

come ter understan’ one another, Ma fadder
took me down ter de ship in a hack wid me
sea chest strapped on behind. It waa a bark,
mtTeallsitaship. Denmefadder savs, ‘Good-
by, an’ be a good bhoy,' an’ drove off, lsavin’
me wid de mate. De mate he looked me over
ferawhilean’den he says

“'Git dem Fi'th avenoo clothes offen yer an'
tote dat wood ver see on de main hateh in ter
degalley. An’gitamoveon’,

“Me chest wuz full of blue jeans—dungaree
Jumpers we calls 'em, an’ fannel shirts an’ boots
an’every t'ing wat 1 wanted ‘oapt dere wasn't
no hat dey had forgot dat. So 1 had ter put
on me soldier cap wot | had wored when [ coe
aboard. When de mate seed me he said:

“*Wher 'd yer git dat lid?'

“'Dat'smemilitary cap,” I saya,

“'T'row it averboard; we don't want no
sojers ahoard dis ship’, savs de mate,

“‘Tean't,’ Isays, ‘it'=all I got.’

“"I'row it overboard, I <avs,’ savs de mate,
pickin' up & piece of wood an’ fannin’ me aroun’
dedack. Solt'rowade cap overboard.

“‘Now we don't fool ourselves,’ save de mate,
an,' be jees, wadidn't from dat timeon.”

“You mean the mate effected a oure,” re-
marked the bookkeeper.

“"Dat's wat he did  Dey's no way gittin’
way from a mate aboard a ship. Me fust run
tn wid himm showed me dat when he said fer me
ter do a thing it wuz best fer me ter do it. We
got ter be good fren's after we got fairly started
on our voyake. His name wuz Kelly an' he
come from Cape Cod. If he told me onst he
told me a bhundred times dat he wasn't Irish,
But he could tight like a Irlshman ] seen him
one time in de harbor of Singapore knock a
satlor offen de fo'castle fer givin' him some
back talk. Den he jumped downon de man an’
dey rolled, clawin' an’ biffin’ an’ cuesin’ clean
down ter de scuppers an’ when dey got dere de
mate wuz on top, lammin’ de life outen de man
till he hollered ‘nough.

“I made de gran’ mistake of tallin' de mate
dat me folks had money

"How much will you git when your fadder
croake?" said de mata ter me one night durin’
de middle watch,

“*About a hundred t'ousan’.’ 1 says, which
wuz a lie, I ] git ten t'ousan’ I'm Jucky. But
1 '.'nu!hv I'd put it up ter der mate fer effeck.

“*Hully chee!' says de mate, ‘how km‘ does
1 have ter work at 845 a mon't ter make dat?’

“'A hundred an' sixty years,' | says after
figurin’ it out

“‘An' how long would it take you at 88 a
mon't ter make it?" he says,

. Eight hundred an’ thirty years', I says.

" 'Dat’s better’, he says, ‘but if I gits tar be
cap'm at $100 A mont’ I'll be sati ." he says
&n I guess he would'cause all he knows is about

mnin’ a ship. But de money | wug Toln'
ter git made him dead sore an’ every time ] didn’t
do everyt'ing right he booted me roun’ de deck
an’ yelled: "Hooray fer de son of a million-
alre” De mate wuz all 0. K. dough, even
If he did used ter drink somp’'m awful durin de
night watches w'en de cap'm had turned in."
You raid you cured him; how did that come
about”" asked the bookkeeper

“Well, it don't seem like much, but 1 cured
hln’umt de same an’ it wuzn’t till we wuz home-
ward hound. One night we wnuz close on to de
Madagascar coast- de place where dey have
de typhoons. It wuz de middle watch, along
about four bells, an’ ¢ge mate wuz tmhwd u
fer fair. He couldn’t Atan’ on his feet an’ ha
ter hang on de wedder maiu riggin’' ter keep
from to‘gvlm' over on de deck. Every little
while he'd take a pull onten a bottle he carried
in his pocket. | wuz layin' on de main hatch
lookin" up at de stars and bime-by 1 goes off
inter a snooze. 1 wuz waked up by lLosrin'
de mate say:.  ‘Boy!' but 1 wuz sleepy an’ didn’

¥y no attention, thinkin' he'd ferget about
w wanted me, knowin' he wuz drunk. e
called fer me again, but I didn't answer an'
den I ween him crawl along de wedder rail to
de t:lane whers de steps goes down to de main
deck an’ den he spies me layin' on de hatch.

“'Boy!"” he yells agaln, I don't know w'st
come over me, but I jest t'ought I'd make be-
lleve 1 wuz asleep, so I Jest laid there wid my
eyes nearly clpsed.

“De millionaire’'s asleep, hay,” I heard de
mate mumble to hisself. "Bil," he SAys to one
of de watch, ‘draw me a bucket of water.' He
come down de steps careful, 'cause he wuz
awful drunk, an’ den he takes de bucket of
water an' pours it slowly over me from me
neck ter me feet. 1 knowed what wuz comin’
De mate dropped de
bucket and yelled: ‘Hooray for de million-
aire! Den his legs got tanglad up an' he dropped
all in & heap.

“De sailors jumped ter help him back on de
poop deck again an’' while dey wuz busy 1
seen me chance ter fool de mate. | bunked
wid de carpenter in de after part of de for'ard
house right offen de main hatch. De nights
was warm in dem parts in » days an' 8'elp
me, all | wored was a pair of dungaree jumpers
an’ a thin shirt. T had pleaty of trousers an'
shirts jest like 'em hangin' on me peg an' it
took me about ten seconds ter jumf outar me
wet ones an’ haul on me dry ones, fergot ter
n_-IIJ'o-r I wuz a-layin’ on a ole piece er canvas
on de main hateh. 1 jest hauled de old eanvas
off an’ lay down again on de dry spot dat puzent
touched by de water wat de mate trowed [
wot dere jest at de time de men got de mata
upon de poop deck agin. He grabs holt on de
rail an’ turns round an’ spies me still on de
main hateh in jest de same position. He puts
up one I’Enn' to hig mout’ an' vells:

“I kept on makin' blieve I wnz asleep an' de
MATH says:

“My God, de boy mus' be dead' Shake him
up dere, some o' you men." Dey shooked ma
np and [ rubbed me eyes.

“‘Bring himy up here,’ says de mate. De
saflors grabbed me an' hustled me up on de
pooc‘d«-k an' den de mate says=:

“What t'ell's de matter wid yer?”

“Nut'n,” I says, 'T woz asleep.

“Yer wuz, hay, ' says der mate, ‘an’ did yer
foel a little bit wer?

“Naw," I says, ‘T didn't feel no wet.'

“Come here, yer son of a millionaire’ says
de mate, ‘an’ let me feel how ver feel ©  Wid dat
he passéa hia han' over me front. Den he
brings his other han’ roun’ an’ feels me all over
from me chest ter me ankles. Den he makes
& grab at de main riggin’ an’ stan’s dere a minit
lookin' vacant like, an’ den, s'elp me, he turns
an' walks aft as straight as a foremas’ an’ dis-
appears in de cabin. He wuzent gone half a
minit when up he jumps t'rough de companion
way an' yells:

“Let run de main royal hallards! Call all
han's ter shorten sadl! Git aloft dere, boy,
an’ roll up dat royall  On de jump, everybody!"

“Well, sir, it wiuz as war man' nice a night as
yver ever see. wid jest enongh breeze ter keep
her Lieelin®, 1T vought de mate wuz nutty, bhut
de railors knowed hetter. Dey jumped faster
dan [ ever seen em’ before an ‘1 gits searsd, too,
an' husties up aloft as fast as [ can. 1 gits da
main roval stowed in de bunt an’ wuz fest
passin’ de gasket ‘roun’ de wedder yard when de
win' beins ter siz. I finishes me job quiock an’
by the time 1 gits down on de crosatrees ter Ue
up the mizzen 1o'gal'n’ stays’l demate's watch
had furled the mainto’gans’l. Gee whiz, but it
wuz a-blowin’ den all right ail right, be sec-
ond mate’s watch wuz tlein’ up de for'ard sails
an' de cap'm wuz standin’ on deck in his night
shirt yellin’ for all han's ter look livaly.

“It kep' on blowin' harder an' harder an’
harder an’ by de time we gita de courses ro

va on de yards de win' wuz strong enough ter |

blow de hair yer head, An'all de time de
moon nin‘an’ tars wuz out an’ wat
wid de win' blowin' de sea inter foam it looked
like we wuz sleigh ridin’, ‘cept we wuzent, I
ain't suonf enough ter be any good helpin' on
any thing bigger dan a to'gans’l, so 1 comesdown
an’ begina ter coll up de ropes.  All han's run
forard ter man de jib downhanl, but before dey
can git dere dere wuz a report like a cannon
shot an' de jib wuz blown clean outen de bolt
ropes.  Den the nex' miuit de fore stays'l sheet
parted atdeblock an'de chain sheet whipped
t'rough de air an' comin’ back hit one o' de
&ailors on de han'. cuttin’ off his four fingers
cloan. We sguared away de yvards an' run be-
fore de win' an' den de fore stavs'l wnz hauled
down_ Hefoge we got trough we had every
rag offen de ship ‘cept de lower fore m‘m'l an'
fer five hours warinbefore de higgestblow o'
win' | ever want ter see.  Finally she begin ter
quiet down an’ we makes sail an' brings deship
head up on de courae agin,

“De nex’ night de mate calls me up on de poop
deck an' says

“‘Boy. dat wuz a awful typhoon we had las’
night. T wuz drunk an’ if somp’n hadn't hap-

ned ter sober mie up an' make me look at de

arometer in de nick er time dat win’ would ha'
carried every stick in de ship overboard
Aain't sayin’ wat it wuz dat sobered me up, but
I'm t'rough wid booze'. An' wid dat he hauls
ont his bottle an’ chucks it over de lou'ard rail "

“He didn't know how vou became dry so
quickly " remarked the hookkeeper.

“No, an' he naver will,” replied the office hoy.

SOME CAT STORIES.

Feline Sympathles and Love of Approbation
A Negro Superstition.

It i« small wonder the old Fevptians deified
and mummitied cats. Even in these times piss
is a mighty uncanny bundle of fur, claws and
antipathies,  Oeeasionally. but only occasion-
ally, she has also sympathies

Bevond all other animals
capricions and time-serving. One pampered
tortoise shell tyrant alwavs manifested the
most silken and lofty indifference for her
owner, except upon the davs when he said
casually: “T think I xhall go fishing. " No mat-
ter what she was doing, lapping cream or wash-
ing her face in the sunshine, as soon as she heard
that she ran to him, rubbed herself against his
logs and set wp a lond purring.  She seemed
to know where he had gone and watched for
his return, often meeting him at the outer gnta,
half a mile from the house.  If a string of perch
and trout dangled at his saddle how. she ran
before him to the door, mewing delight  If he
had been unlucky, after one long, disdainful
stare, she slunk off into the woods and was in-
visibla until the pext day. Unless xhe got at
onee her fill of fish it was hardly worth while to
dream of having any for breakfast the next
morning.  They were kept in the ice house
some distance away from the kitchen, and try
as the cook might to fasten it securaly, tha ma-
raunding tortoise shell commonly cleaned the
platter some time in the night. Then it was
beautiful to see the look of meekly insolent in-
nocence she wore the next morning

Another cat, a gray tiger striped grimalkin,
loved fish quite as well, but disdaimed to de-
pend on stealing for the gratification of her
taste. She became a fisherman on her own
account. A small creek ran through her home
plantation, and at one point in it an el tree
sent a long root out just at the surface of a
pool  Perch and suckers haunted the pool
especinlly when the stream got low. The gray
cat would erouch upon the root for a half day
at a time, as motionless as the wood itaelf, eves
seemingly closed, tail tucked snugly at one side,
the pattern of sleepy content. Then mavhe a
midge or beetle droppad into the stream and
an_incantious fish darted to seize it. He was

nick, but the gray cat was quicker.  Ina wink
ahe had him in her claws, dragged him 1o the
bank in spite of his lounderings and devoured
him with a ferocious delight

Still she was not without stirrings of gen-
erosity. There was a little bov on the planta-
ton who played with her on her days off and
sometimes gave her a minow of his own cateh-
ing. It fall out one spring, just as dogwoods
were in blossom, avhen, as all the world knows,
I8 the witching time for fishing, that the littla
fellow hurt his foot and was kept a prisoner in
hi= chair through a fortnight. One day the
xm,r ca! leapad through the window and laid a

sh, half eaten, at his feet, looking up at him
the while with anxious eyes and waving an in-
quiring tail »

This is the feline way of asking questions,
especially about ita own conduct, waving the
tail from side to side. A very big black puss
loved to flght and catch rats as well as any
terrier. She was afraid of no rat that ever
had a hole, and nvmher days and nights to
battling with them. But she never so much as

nawed one of her captives. She killed scien-

iflcally, by a quick crunch at the back of the
neck. Her favorite hiunting ground was round
;}mm the ocorn criba, Yhara rais were very
enty and very fat. It was no uncommen
thing for her to finish seven kig fallows in a
ht. W)‘m they were daad sho lugged them
all carefully to the house, a distance of 200
yards, lnid tham upon the back steps and set np
a mewing that would not be quieted until her
master came out, counted the dead rats and
praised and petted her for her good night's
work. Then, and then only, her tail ceased
from waving, she pushed the vermin disdain-
fully aside with a fore foot and went in to doze
on the rug and walt for breakfast.

Another plantation out was derrhad of all her
kittens but bne in the morning. Inthe afternoon
her young master brought in three very young
squirrels mzmmd out in the rlmr\nf. He lnid
the little animals down on the rug in front of the
fire, saying =omething about being sorry the
neat had been disturbed. The words were atill
in hit mouth whan the bereft cat caught up one
squirrel ynd darted off with it to the box that
held her remaining kitten. In a minute she
curme back for the second and then for the third,
When all ware safe in the hox she remained
invisible until morning. Her owners thought
she had supped on the tender squirrels. They
found out that instead she had adopted the
orphans. Ina week the little woodlunders were
frirking about the floor tumer thun the kitten
and much mora active.  Trouble and fun begun
when they were big enoush to go ont doors,
The yard was full of very tall trees, ouks und
hickories, up and down which the foundlings
scanmerad in the wildest glee. 1t was both odd
and pitiful to see the ansious cat running about
on the ground, looking yp at them, and mewing
piteous recalls, which did no good at all, Once
or twice she resorted to heroir measures, ran up
the trecs herself and ~oundly cuffed the truants
But. though she could elimb us well as wny
squirrel of them all, khe did not like the exercise,
%0 ufter a while she let the ingrates go their own
way.  When they were on the ground she tried
very hard to make kittens of them, to tench them
to eat ice, to catch them, to wash their fycea
properly. and sleep on their heads. But when
she discoverad them eating nuts and birds' sges
she washed har paws of them  possibly wishing
that In the beginning she herself Liad eaten them

Negroes believe firmly that cats enn see the
souls of dend paople pass from the bodies, The
belief is possibly grounded on the faet that cats
are stirred to unusual excitement by the pres-
ence of A corpse, It h;pm\ns sometimes in conn-
try houses, which have been catless for months,
that us soon a8 death takes place there is
feline invasion. The cats leap inside through
windows ten feet from the ground, watceh for
the n“wmnz of doors, and dart throngh them ke
n flash. Onece inside they go straight to the death
chamber. however remote, to stand at the door
of it bristling and mewing untildriven away.

her affection is

TRUNKS WERE WANTED.

After a While He Got 8 Chance to Indicate
His Preference of Varleties.

From the (Chicago Daily News.

The tall floorwalker found him wandering
around the big store as though hewildered

“Have you been waited on, sir?”

“No. 1 would like to sae some trunks

“Trunks? Yes, sir! Simmons, take this
gentleman up on the slevator and show him our
new display of trunks ”

Simmons, a smart clerk with a chip diamond

and a tep-story collar, piloted the eustomer to
the trunk deparunent.

“Hera they are, s«ir.,” began Simmens in a
rapid-fire tone of voice. “Everything in trunks
that a person could possibly wish.  We carry
exclusive styles and sell more than any other
house in the city ”

“1 am afraid vou do not understand me *

“Oh, ves, Tdo.  How's this trunk over here?”

“Really, «ir, 1 - "

“Oh, I s30; you wish wsomething larger. Go-
ing down to the sea, eh?  Well, T wish | had the
time to go. But what do vou think of this
size?"

“1 do not- - "

“Still wsh something larger? Wall, T guess
ou are right. w man cannot be too caref ol with
fa« mtiff hata, &¢.  Fver hear that joke aboyt a

nlgn buying a 4x8 trunk 1o carry his toothbrush
in? But how is this rrunk?’

“If youn will only— - "

“Tot you do your own selecting?  Of course |
willl T have been presumptuonus in even sng-
¢»~tinq. But what do you think of this white
enamelled trunk? Lot {t a beauty?”

“1 do not- "

“Too fancy, eh? Wall, I guess v-u areright.
Something durable would suit youhetter.  Hera
i« something that will defy a railroad collision.”

‘If you will only listen '

“1 guess you don't wish this old-style, round
top?”

I don't wigh any

“Then you'd like 1o see some satchels?”

“No, sir; I don’t wish any satchels ”

“Well, sir, I always try to be courteous, but
thera is a limit to patlenca.”

“There is a limit to mige. 1 have baen try.
ing to tell vou that 1 wished to see some bath-
ing trunks for the last twenty minutes "

Bathing trunks? Well, to think that [ have
been standing here all this time for nothing.™
fnd then the smart clerk turned og his heel and
eft the customer to find the bathing in
the “gents’ furnishin’ depart. y

RANGE-FINDING SHRAPNEL, AND THE
IMPROVED TELEPHOTOGRAPH,

Capt. Pleruccl of the Itallan Army Devises &

Shrapoel Emitting & Smoke Clond I8

(ives Out Red Smoke That Lasts Thirty

Seconds, Leng Enough to Get the Range.

Smokeless powder undoubtedly has its ad-
vantages, but (for certain purposes at least)
also its disadvantages, A< a charge in the
chamber of a gun for propelling the projec-
tile, it has only advantages; but as a bursting
charge for shell or shrapnel it combines with
the advantageons quality of projecting the
fragments or bullets with high velocities, the
disadvantageons quality of showing little
smoke, and therefore preventing observas
tion of the exact location of the point of Hurst
=0 esseutial to correct rangng.

Now, inan ordinary shell it would not be diffie
cult to add a combustible which would give
a good smoke clond for facilitating observas
tion; but in shrapnel, in which we desire So
have as many fragments and bullets as poss
sihle thrown with sufficient velocity over &
reasonably great distance, the difieulty Is to
find the necessary room without interfering
with these desirable qualities. At the same
time artillerists are striving for a single pro=
Jectila for fleld piecas - the shrapnel,

The difficulty of determining the range,
using only shrapnel with time fuses for firing,
has< induesd a number of experiments by are
tillerists in wvarious countries, One of the
latest and most siecessful inventions along
this line is the sioke shrapnel of Capt. Pleruood
of the Ttalan artillery. 7This shrapnel, on
bursting, wives a smoke clond which 1s dise

tinetly visible from the firing battery, and ree
mains visible suffciently jong to enable the
battery commander accurately to locate t
point of burst horizontally with reference
the target, and thus eonables him to determine
the range of the target at any time,

Capt coi's projectile is  constructed
like an ordinary shrapnel. At Jw point of the
projectile ix the time fuse, in the forw
tion the bullets are packed, and a tube
the axis communicates the flama from t
fuse to o bhursting charge of ballistite (the
Italian smokeles powder), in rear of the bule
lets. This bursting charge is placed in twe
egual {-nr'inn» (twenty-tive grammes each) i
two chambers separated by a partition, bls
communicating by an opening at the centre,
In rear of the bursting charge is a case i‘olh

taining the smoke~y roducing material, to which
flume is communicated by a niumber of open ngs
(eight) from the bursting=charge cham h
_The morent the fuse is firad the ballistite
in both chambers i exploded simultaneously,
and the walls heing very thick, they resist
pressure, while the ballets in front are sen$
on with increised  veloeity, The partition
between the two bAllistite chambers retains
its original velocity (that of the projectile),
while the pressire (o the rear foress loose the
case contalning the smoke-producing te-
rial and causes it to losa the velocity Irtn}md
(dug 1o the motion of the projectile), and to
drop nearly vertically from the point of burst
down to the ground, leaving behind it as {$
falls a trail of smoke of a deep garnet colop
lasting ubhout thirty seconds, sufficient time
to [ocats the position of the target,

If thi<protectile is found to act in the fleld as P
has on acted the firing ground, it has solved the
wreat problem for field artillery, viz.: The fure
nishing the means for the determination of
range and the position of tha point of burst
every shot

TELEPHOTOGRAPRY IN WARFARB.
Another New Device for Reconnolssance Worls
Lines Where It Will Be Useful.

Wireles:< telagraphy, the helliograph and
the balloon find their most important military
application in reconnoissance work. With these
aids and ancessories it would appear that there
is to-day very little exeuse for a leader of troops
not knowing the position of the enemy, of
the configuration of the ground on a prospective
battlefield, as has been the case so often in
Bouth Africa. Science and invention together,
however, have added still another aid, one thas
promises to be of immense valus, namely,
the telephoto lens,

Telaphotography is the art of taking, by &
special and variable long focus telescopio lena,
optically adjusted to the lens of a good photos
graphic camera, photographs of ohjeots
long distance off as if the operator were coffle
paratively close to them. Consequantly, an
object five or ten miles away, which, by ore
dinary photography would cover on the photo=
graph & space an inch square, can be made to
cover, by telephotography, & space sixteen,
thirty-two or sixty-four inches square, depande
ing on the magnifying power of the lens and
the size of the camera used. The advantage of
this is apparent, for a telephotograph of an
enemy's position gives a commanding offl
4 bird's eye view of the ground, of the enemy
forces and their positiops, of his trenches an
gun emplacements, all aoccurately drawn to
scale and on a sheet of a size convenlent for
study and reference. The _range of such &
lens i& practically unlimited™and useful photo=
wgraphs are readily obtained at distances bee
vond gun range. moreover, balloons can be
utiliz for obtaining views from a
surface of the earth

The telephoto-lens was invented about
years ago, and placed on the market by le
mever in England. Duboscq in France and
Meithe in Germany. Experiments with light
instruments were made by the Intell
Department in kngland as early as 1892, bus
the climatie conditions and the fact that th;
telephoto camera was then in its infancy, an
consequently very defective, caused it to be
condenined by the War Office at the time,
Experiments were continued, however, an:
improvements gradually increased ite e
use,  In the Chino-Japanese war of 1804 it w
used for the first time in actual warfare, an
one of the Japunese officers obtained some ex=
cellent telephotographs of the naval battle
off the Yalu River. Oue of these, of the large
Chinese man-of -war Tie-yen, taken at ndmrnn.
of over two miles, presents a fine view of the
effects of the projectiles

Good telephotographs have heen obtained
at a distunce of aver forty miles, and those
taken bevond artillery range (ten miles) are
on a suficiently |u|‘hf" scile to be of practical u

The uses to which the valuable adiunct oou‘lt
be put are warious. ‘The navy, for example,
could use it to obtain photographs of fore
const defences from  beyond the three-m!
limit. ‘The land army, by taking a series of
photographs of the enemy’s line at differe:
times during an attack or & siege, would fin
thi= a valuable means. not only of loecatin
hin positions, but also of discovering fres
intrenchiments that mav have been throws
up during the night

The British War Office 1= said to have sen$
but one small telephoto camera to South Afrioa,
and thi<one i« attached to a icycele ?fmung
this instrument can give no useful results,
Large cameras and powerful lenses should be
used, either on commanding points or in baks

d\

loons. Had =neh a series of phouﬁr he
been taken. on the Tugela or on the 0:1‘,'
of all the Boer positions, and copies

River
distributed to the commnaders, the confusiom
of orders, misdiraction of advance, misunders
standing of the m;mzrn‘:hy and position
trenches, 20 common in this campaign,
have been avoided, at least to a great extent.
The subject is of such im‘mrmnﬂ' that 1§
would seem to recommend itself for st
by onr army, and the interest in the subject
inereased by the fact that such y'hﬂtolr.:u

wonld furnish invaluable data for history
military science

MARRIED IN A HACK,

In That Way the Happy Pair Were Enabled ®9
Cateh the Trale.
From the Lowisnllc Courier-Journal.

An unusual marringe ceremony took plase
on Sunday, Mayv 27, In Jeflersonville. Abou$.
8:30 o'clock of that evening an open hack cons
taining a handromely dressed man and a strike
ing looking young woman was driven up in
front of Magistrate Warder's office on Spring
street. The gentleman  called the Magise
trata out and whisperad to him that he desired
a marriage to the young wornan at his side.

Magistrata Warder, in a few seconds, was
seated in the hack with tha couple uﬁ t
party sped out Spring street and up Map!
to the County Clerk's residence.  On the way,
people looked after the hack.  They remarked
upon the beauty of the woman. The liosnse
was obtained from the clerk, and then the
yrospective groom, as the hack started br,o..
ooked at his watch and observed that tl
wantad to catch 4 Permsylvania train out (‘
Louisyille for Chicago at 8 30,

“Marry us a8 we o down the street,” sald
the impatient voung man,

“Join  hands." sald the Magistrate, and
as the hack moved rapidly down tha ltrn‘

in (l‘ho direction of the river, they were mars
rie

Arriving at the river just in tima for the
7:30 boat, the bridegroom dismissed the Magise
trate, handing him_two hilla They were
pair of twanties.  Forty dollars 18 the r
in Jeffersonville

No amount of ceaxing could induece the
Magistrate to tell the names of the couple,
He shid that the sirictest secrecy had been
enjoined upon  him by them. Yesterday,
howsver, the County Clerk mado his
of the marriage licenses’ jssued in the month
of May. It was learned then that the
were Willilam Robinson and Lillian Craig.

agistrate Warder thinks they age
people -~ H




